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Keeping a faith look out in times of hardship 

is not at all an easy task.  Note, I did not 

say that you have the appearance of faith, 

but you actually have faith. The fact of the 

matter is that your life has 

changed around you and now it is 

going to take some getting used 

to the idea that things have 

changed.  That realization comes 

with the first analysis that you 

make.  You may remarkéóMy how 

things have changed quickly in my 

life.ó  But realization is the first 

step in correcting or simply deal-

ing with the problem at hand.  

The next thing that you must 

decide is again simple; decide what you will 

do about the situation.  Not how you will 

handle it but whether you will handle it or 

not. Sometimes some things are better left 

alone.  The criteria for this consideration is 

to determine whether you caused the situa-

tion or if you inherited it from someone 

else. This will next lead you to the 

determination whether you will take on the 

situation and if so, the methods you will 

choose in order to correct what is askew in 

your life.  Remember, most often 

the problem cannot be solved with 

many others involved, this has to 

be your commitment.  You may 

even feel that you are all alone, 

but at this point is where the Lord 

comes in and sees your struggle in 

a way that only he can recognize.  

Once this important criteria is 

established, then clearly you will 

have given a place for the help 

that God will give to you in the 

time you need HIM the most.  A couple of 

critical ways to know this is first through 

faith and a desire for things to change. Af-

terwards, the second thing that will happen 

is God himself will speak a solution which 

will bring you the joy that God desires for 

you and your life through Jesus Christ.  
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The Poplar Hill Tutoring Ministry Announces...  

Tutoring Sessions 
Start Date: August 19, 2009 

Where: PHBC Conference Room 

Time: 7:30pm ð 9pm 

Recurrence: Weekly 

Students: Please bring text books  

 

To volunteer as a tutor, contact Sis. Sharyl White @ 678-764-7666 
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Poplar Hill has had another successful week of Vacation 

Bible School. From June 8 th  through the 12 th  students 

streamed into classes, ages ranging from 2 -95. This yearõs 

theme was òBoomerang Express: It all comes back to Je-

susó. The theme was based on a rock concert. We got our 

spiritual ticket the first night, only to feel the beat the 

next night. Each night was ended with a great meal and a 

wrap up of everything we had learned. The level of learn-

ing was expressed in the amount of kids who recited the 

focal scripture: 1 John 4:9.  

 

After learning and fun, the week was wrapped up with an 

awesome play put on by Deacon Riley and Deacon Barton. 

We saw through the plays that it all comes back to Jesus. 

That if we A -Admit that we are sinners, B -Believe that 

Jesus will forgive us and lastly C -Confess our sins, then 

we can get our spiritual ticket.  So all aboard the Boomer-

ang Express!!!!  

 

By: Shamiah Green  

An Interview With Sis. Jane Griffin  

If you werenõt aware, Sis. Jane Griffin 

has been the instrument behind our 

yearly Vacation Bible School event for 

over 20 years.  Without the dedication 

of Sis. Jane, along with the help of the 

Holy Spirit, Poplar Hillõs VBS would 

not be such a success. Because Sis. 

Jane is such an important piece of this 

traditional event, I thought it would be 

fitting to see what she has to say.  

Q-  Why did you choose this role & why is it important to 

you? 

Sis. Jane -  I did not choose the role, it was given to me. I 

became involved under the direction of Dea. Robert and 

Louvenia Bell. I believe VBS is important because f the 

young people. They need to be taught at an early age the 

importance of Godõs role in their lives; Proverbs 22:6. It is 

also a time of fun and fellowship for ages 0 -97.  

Q- What is the goal of VBS?  

Sis. Jane - Our goal is to help kids and adults connect 

with Godõs Word; leading them towards knowing Christ 

and growing in a relationship with Him. To Provide re-

sources to help them understand on their level, the impor-

tance of Godõs Word.  To offer resources that are biblically 

sound, age appropriate, fun and easy to use. These re-

sources help kids & adults hear Godõs Word, know Godõs 

Word and do Godõs Word by learning to apply it to their 

lives daily.  

Q-  What are your expectations for future VBS events?  

Sis. Jane -  I pray that one day we will have ample space 

to do whatever, at present, our space is limited and VBS 

is growing each year. I hope that in the future, the chil-

dren who donõt know Jesus as Savior and Lord will accept 

Him and become a child of the King, as will adults!  

Q-  How do you feel participation in VBS helps people 

spiritually?  

Sis. Jane -  I think that the various lesson plans give 

them a new perspective of everyday life applications. 

When you share the Word of God with others, even 

strangers, you may have a change of heart, knowing that 

Godõs love is for everyone, not just for the saved! We all 

need love and understanding.  

Q-  Many churches hold some form of VBS, just as Polar 

Hill does; what do you think makes Poplar Hillõs VBS 

unique? 

Sis. Jane -  Because of the love we exhibit to everyone 

who comes through our doors! We are truly a Christ cen-

tered church and I think that if you take the time to come 

and share with us, you will know beyond a shadow of a 

doubt why we are òuniqueó!! We want our children to be 

above average, well rounded and highly favored!  

On the behalf of Poplar Hill, the Kingdom Herald thanks 

you Sis. Jane for your unparalleled dedication & support.  
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A Moment in Our History  
By: Reverend William Hicks 

John Wesley Jr.  was born in Nashville 

Tennessee on or about August 6, 1871. His 

father was a Choir Director for a Nashville 

Church . John grew up singing in his dadõs 

choir and when he enrolled in Fisk University 

, he became active in its Music Program. After 

graduation he worked on his Masterõs Degree 

and was hired as a Professor of Latin & 

Greek.  

  

But his greatest love was the preservation of 

the Old Negro Spirituals.  

  

Spirituals were slave hymnology that saw our 

Fore Fathers through the bitter days of slav-

ery in this Country.  
 

 Some original words of one such song were 

obscure so John wrote two stanzas for an Old 

Negro Song that was sung down the genera-

tion to generation, plantation to plantation.  

  

This life uplifting song was òGo, tell it on the 

Mountainó. 

  

The message to our people, during their strug-

gles in slavery was the birth of a liberating 

Savior was indeed a message to be heralded 

from the Highest Mountains at that time and 

even to this òDAYó. 

  

òGo Tell It on the Mountain, that Jesus Christ 

was born ò 

  

  

  

THIS HAS BEEN A MOMENT 

IN OUR HISTORY  

It has been said in the midst of a lightning storm you 

should kneel down, bend forward and put your hands on 

your knees. In doing this, the lightning will have less of a 

chance to use you as a conductor. It can be further stated 

that the pressure on coal is what makes it a diamond 

and the irritation of a grain of sand in an oysterõs 

tummy produces a pearl. At these times in our life 

we should kneel down and take a lower profile so 

that God can impart His renewing strength and 

healing love.  

 

As in most actions we take in life, we follow our own 

foolish desires. So it was with me until one day, God spoke 

to me using another method. As I was driving to work one 

day, Lutherõs song, òForever Loveó began to play. I began 

to cry so hard that I had to pull to the side of the road to 

allow the tears to flow until I could compose myself again. 

I was remembering the time my husband purchased this 

CD o play on our twenty fifth anniversary. The tears were 

flowing because of the realization that I no longer had our 

òForever Love.ó 

Sometime later, in the midst of Sunday morning worship, 

I began to cry again. This time it was a song stating that 

òJesus is the center of my joy; all that I have and hope for 

comes from you.ó I began to reflect on my recent daily 

meditation and realized that I had not experi-

enced God speaking to me through His Word in 

a while. Tears were flowing to acknowledge 

that I had lost my connection with God. I had 

replaced His joy with anger over my situation. 

Since God is a òGod of Love,ó He could no 

longer dwell in my earthly vessel. Knowing 

that I needed His love, joy and peace, I released the 

anger so that I could have that Joy that the world cannot 

give nor should it be able to take away.  

 

Ones wrong belief can lead to wrong behavior. I can con-

form my desires to the truth or conform the truth to my 

desires. The journey towards growth or recovery began 

with the way I respond to the knowledge that I had lost 

my òForever Love.ó 

Forever Love 
Anonymous  
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By: Deacon Michael Jackson 

Research has shown that children who continue to read 

during the summer vacation perform better in the fall 

when school resumes. Summer reading programs make 

educational reading activities fun and appealing to 

young people.  

  
The state of New York Board of Regents Chancellor, 

Robert M. Bennett, states that reading during the sum-

mer is important for everyone, and especially for chil-

dren from low -income families. It helps children keep 

and improve the reading skills theyõve 

developed during the school year. Some 

studies show that children who donõt 

read during the summer lose skills by 

fall. Summer reading can help close the 

achievement gap.  

  

The state of New York õs Education Com-

missioner, Richard Mills, believes that 

children need to keep reading through 
the summer so they donõt have to catch 

up on their reading skills when they re-

turn to school in the fall. When children 

read throughout the summer, they be-

come better readers and learners. He 

urges families to take advantage of the free reading pro-

gram offered during the summer months at all of the 

stateõs public libraries. 

  

Jane Welch, former Assistant Commissioner for Librar-

ies and New York õs State Librarian, submits that when 

children read what they enjoy, they learn to love read-

ing and become better readers. The summer reading 

program is particularly important to children in less 
advantaged families where books might not be readily 

available. This program can be a very effective tool in 

helping to close the achievement gap between rich and 

poor.  

  

In a 2001 Library Services and Technology Act report, 

Drs. Donna Celano and Susan Neuman describe the 

ways in which public libraries foster literacy skills 

through summer reading programs and preschool pro-

grams. Recent literature they studied showed:  

  

Libraries continue to play a major role in fostering liter-

acy, especially among those most needing assistance in 

developing literacy skills (e.g., preschool and elemen-
tary school children).  

 

Children who have been exposed to library preschool 

programs showed a greater number of emergent literacy 

behaviors and pre -reading skills than those in a control 

group.  

 

Children who participate in summer reading programs 

benefit from the many literacy -related activities offered, 

aiding significantly in literacy development.  
  

Public Library preschool and summer reading programs 

encourage children to spend a significant amount of 

time with books.  

  

The research they conducted of summer 

reading programs in Philadelphia stud-

ied four groups of children with low 

reading scores who came from low -

income working families. Two groups 

attended summer reading; the other two 

attended day camps. After a few weeks 

in the programs, the children in the 

summer reading program read signifi-
cantly better than those who attended 

camp. This study also highlighted the 

following benefits:  

  

Programs encouraged children to spend 

increased time with books.  

  

Public Library reading programs played an important 

role in the reading achievement of children who lack 

access to books and other reading materials in their 

daily lives.  

  

Literacy -related activities and events enriched reading 

experiences, encouraging children to read themselves, 
hear stories read aloud and write about what they had 

read.  

  

Public Library programs encouraged parents to become 

involved in childrenõs reading. 

  

Peter Johnson, who wrote Building Effective Programs 

for Summer Learning, worked for the U.S. Department 

of Education in 2000. He suggested some effective ways 

to reach the neediest youth which include:  

  

Form partnerships with the schools  

Summer Reading 



  

 

Volume 4, Issue 6  July 26, 2009 Page 6 

My Secret Garden 

By: Sis. La'Cresha Green  

 

ñWhat goes around comes aroundò. Weôve all heard this clich® be-
fore. It is no new concept, nor did it spring from the mind of some 
genius philosopher. It is a secular interpretation of what God 
deemed to be so long ago. He said ñBe not deceived; God is not 
mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he 
that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corrup-
tion; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit 
reap life everlasting.ò Galatians 6:7-8. 
 
Many of us tend to whip out this scripture to conven-
iently use it to our benefit. Often times we use it to 
convince someone to turn from his or her bad ways, 
bad decisions, or course of actions against someone. 
This scripture also helps us reassure ourselves or an-
other person to whom wrong was done,  that the of-
fender will not go unpunished; because, after all, ñyou 
reap what you sowò. 
 
This concept of ñwhat goes around comes around,ò or ñyou reap 
what you sow,ò has come to be known as The Law of Reciprocity. Iôd 
like to examine this in a positive light, rather than negatively.  If we 
are walking in Godôs light, this is a most wonderful principal. For 
you see, it not only assures us that our offenders will one day experi-
ence that same treatment that he or she has exhibited toward us, but 

even greater is that it assures us that God will also impart to us the 
same courtesies and blessings that we have extended to our fellow-
man. 
 
The Law of Reciprocity does not discriminate. Praise God that the 

sowers of good seed will also get whatôs coming to them. 
With that in mind, we must ask ourselves, ñwhat have I 
been planting in my garden?ò  We must recognize that 
what ever it is, it will come up. Is there any love and 
kindness in the seeds we are sowing? Have we planted 
patience and mercy? For we are sure to need it to come 
back to us one day.  Are we sowing some understand-
ing?  Will we someday need someone to lend us a help-
ing hand when we are down, or need someone to turn 
our frown into a smile, or perhaps give a hug when we 
need it most? If so, we must be busy sowing and plant-
ing such. We must sow sharing and giving incase we 

need it to come back around to us.  
 
Rather than warn someone by saying ñyouôll get whatôs coming to 
you,ò we must encourage them by saying ñyouôll get whatôs coming to 
youò.  Make them mindful that when sowing in lifeôs garden, good 
things are on the wayé. if theyôve sown good things.  After all, ñyou 
reap what you sowò.  Whatôs in your garden? 

What would we do without modern technology?  Where would we 

be without it?  We have become accustomed to so much technol-

ogy that we are lost without it. 

 

If we need directions we go to map quest or some type of naviga-

tional system.  Most of us would not travel without our GPS.  If we 

need information we Google. 

 

What would it be like if we all had a GPS from heaven installed in 

all of our vehicles?  If we are about to go some place where we 

should not, wouldnôt it be nice if our GPS from heaven would say 

ñdo not go there, take the next right.ò  

 

Well, we each do have our own GPS from heaven and itôs in our 

heart.  Itôs the Holy Spirit.  Listen to that inner voice and do what 

is pleasing to God.  Proverbs 3: 5-6 says, ñTrust in the Lord with 

all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.  In all 

thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.ò   

 

Itôs okay to map quest for directions to a specific location but for 

directions for living we should go to our GPS from heaven. 

GPS From Heaven 
By: Sis. Yvonne Jackson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 5th~  The PHBC youth Ministry annual back to 

school rally.  

August 22nd~  The Choral Ensemble annual Bowling 

Event, 4pm.  

August 23rd~  The PHBC Choral Ensemble Anniversary 

Celebration, 3:30pm.  

Fun Fact About August~ August is National Golf 

Month!  

 

Upcoming Events  
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1992 - Freedom Baptist 

Church of Selma Alabama  was 

the FIRST Black Church to be 

admitted to the Selma Baptist 

Association made up of twenty ð 

five white churches affiliated with 

the Alabama Southern Baptist 

Convention.  

  

1996 ð Harriet Tucker Watkins (1946 -     ) was 

ordained in The Peachtree Baptist Church in Atlanta . 

The FIRST  time a woman was ordained, she also be-

came The Assistant Pastor of the church ð A predomi-

nately white church.  

  

1869 ð The Philadelphia Pythons  were the FIRST  

Black team to play an ALL white team; they defeated 

The Philadelphia City Items 27 -17. 

   

2009 ð The FIRST  Softball Team from Poplar 

Hill Baptist Church  . The Poplar Hill Corotans de-

feated a team, also from this great Church.  

Final Score ð Corotans-12 / Ministers -6. 

   

1947 ð The FIRST  Black players in a World Series  

were Brooklyn Dodgers Jackie  Robinson , who 

played in all seven games, the other player played 

ONLY ONE  game. 

  

A $15.00 

Gift Card  
To Golden Corral 

for the first person who calls me  

with the name of the other player  

770-466-9868 

Who Was First? 
By: Reverend William Hicks 
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